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1. In what year did you matriculate from 
Al Falaah College?
I matriculated in 2007. 

2. What steered you towards this field of 
study?
During school I always tried to keep my 
options open, but I also knew that I was good 
with numbers. I guess this helped me steer 
myself to becoming a chartered accountant.

3. Can you please expand on your most 
recent achievements?
Professionally, I recently just returned to 
South Africa. I lived overseas for a while, in 
Singapore and England while I was working 
with Unilever. I recently joined Mr Price 
helping run the finance division for sport. 
Also more recently I have twice been 

nominated for the top 35 under 35 CA’s in 
South Africa Award. Personally I have always 
been a keen athlete. Post school, I studied 
and played football in Cape Town where 
I got the opportunity to play in nationals 
and the Varsity Cup. More recently, I have 
successfully completed the prestigious 
Ironman competition. 

4. What do you enjoy most about your 
job?
Being a CA doesn’t only open you up to the 
numbers of the business but also allows 
you to expand your reach into other areas. 
The ability to become a business asset and 
expand my knowledge as I grow is what I 
enjoy the most. The ability to consistently 
learn.
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5. Where do you see yourself 5 years 
from now?
Insha Allah steering my career into more 
senior spaces. We all should have a game 
plan and aspirations to reach up to. I think 
for me it’s more to just always try and be the 
best in what I am currently doing.

6. When you are not working, what do you 
find yourself doing?
Sport! Majority of my time goes into playing 
sport and maintaining a healthy lifestyle. 
Be it soccer, cricket, golf or triathlons, I am 
always looking at ways to get stronger and 
improve.

The other thing is travelling. My wife and I 
just love travelling and use every opportunity 
to travel when we can. Be it for work or just 
personal travel. 

7. What would you attribute your success 
to?
I wouldn’t call it success, but where I have 
found my life evolve is attributable to my 
parents for bringing me up in the way they 
did. Then of course my wife and family for 
supporting me in all my journeys. It sounds 
nice to move countries but trust me it is 
also nerve wrecking moving your family 
around. But they have been so supportive. 
Personally I believe dedication and discipline 
are great traits which always help you 
achieve success.

8. If one is interested in this field of study, 
what would one need to do and what 
advice would you give a person?
I think anything you want to do, you need 
to realize it’s not going to be easy. So 
that’s a starting point, knowing you have 
to work hard for what you want. One of my 
bosses in Singapore always told me if what 
you’re doing is too easy you are doing the 
wrong thing. You never want to become 
complacent.

With regard to the chartered accountant field, 
you of course need to do your undergraduate 
degree in accounting/finance and then a 
postgraduate degree in accounting. Further 
to this you will need to serve 3 years of 
articles and pass 2 board exams.

9. If you could choose all over again, 
would you choose the same path?
I believe I would. I always thought I’d only 
be a professional athlete but I make shukr 
that I got a certain extent of experience 
and a professional career which has been 
lovely thus far. I am extremely grateful for 
the opportunities and experiences I’ve had 
in my career as well. If I didn’t choose this, I 
wouldn’t have gotten to experience living in a 
few countries like I did.

10. How did Al Falaah College contribute 
to your life and choices?
AFC was a massive influence in my life. I 
spent 12 years there which helped mould 
me into the person I am now. AFC gave us 
the great academic, Islamic and sporting 
background I needed going forward. The 
beauty of it all was to teach us how to be 
balanced in our lives as we went forward. 

11. What is it that keeps you awake at 
night?
It’s going to sound silly but for me it’s ‘what’s 
next?’ Or rather, how can I take the next step 
to become better at what I am doing. The 
longing for improvement is what makes me 
stay awake at night.

12. What type of legacy would you like to 
leave behind?
Tough question to answer, but I think for 
me it’s just having a positive impact on 
the people around you and being kind to 
everyone. That way people will always 
smile when they think of you. Definitely not 
a legacy but more of a personal impact on 
people, which matters to me.





1. What inspired you to be a teacher?
I think that  teaching chose me. 
I had originally been doing  Physiotherapy 
but due to university boycotts we did not 
write exams and were then deregistered 
from campus. I went on to do a BSc degree, 
and then branched off to teaching.

2. How long have you been teaching?
In 2017 I just got my 20 year service award 
from Al Falaah College, so you do the Maths 
here. Too long, in my opinion!

3. What is the best part of your job?
Meeting past pupils is always the best. I 
would meet a student and first ask them 
what they are doing in terms of studies or 
profession. I really, really love hearing about 
my past pupils’ successes. It makes ME feel 
successful. And when I meet a pupil and get 
introduced to the spouse, that is even more 
rewarding... to see that little pupil in my class 
all grown up... priceless. And they would 
sometimes remember the fun, laughter, and 
jokes that we shared together. Do any of you 
remember the Oros man, AROS/RR – only if 
I taught you Math would you remember.

4. Do you feel that you have had an 
impact on the pupils that you have 
taught?
I would like to think so. Them being happy 
to message or chat to me is indicative 
that they  are aware of the role I played in 
their education. When you teach a subject 
you also are the mentor, mother, referee, 
psychologist, amongst others. All of that put 

together is what  determines your success 
as a teacher.

5. Are you happy thus far with what you 
have achieved as a teacher?
Yes, I certainly am. I love my job, I love 
teaching kids, I love teaching Math, I love 
everything about being a teacher. And the 
holidays aren’t too shabby either. I started off 
at Al Falaah College in 1998 teaching Islamic 
Studies and Arabic. I then moved on to teach 
English, Afrikaans, Arabic, Social Science, 
Natural Sciences, Life Skills,  Math, and 
even PE. The whole gambut.  Then  in 2007 
I became an HOD in the intermediate phase.  
This was most rewarding as I was now a part 
of  the decision making process.

6. When you are not working, what do you 
find yourself doing?
I have two grandkids, so weekends and 
holidays are spent outdoors – at the beach, 
park, or any fun place. I am passionate about  
being healthy, so am at the gym at least 5 
times a week. For relaxation I read lots of 
books, and I have renewed my childhood 
passion for crochet. Such a lot of fun, and 
with YouTube it’s all so much easier.

7. What books would you recommend?
I make sure to read the  Qur’an with the 
English translation  daily. Even if it’s just 2-3 
pages. This sets me up for the challenges 
of the  day. I then  have a nonfiction book 
on my bedside table as I feel that  reading 
such books improves your knowledge. I also 
love the light hearted reads, just to relax the 

teacher
profile
Mrs S Kathree (AFC, 1998 - Forever)

… seems like a lifetime, and then no time at all



mind.  It’s important to feed the soul. Books I 
am currently reading:
• First Things First by Khalid Baig
• Obama – From Promise to Power by David 
  Mendell
• Shopaholic and Baby by Sophie Kinsella

8. Role models
I have many that I look up to, unfortunately 
none were my school teachers. My father 
and his hard working attitude  is what I 
inherited. He would always tell me that 
nothing can be gained without hard work. A 
good motto to live by!

9. What don’t your pupils/ ex pupils know 
about you?
I have two brothers, so you can imagine how 
I had to fight my way. I was a real tomboy.  I 
hated doing speeches, and was always so 
bad at it. It was just that my teachers did not 
tell me how to improve. I have since gone on 
to do radio programs, CD productions, and 

lots of public speaking. So definitely, you can 
do anything you set your mind to. A secret…  
in my matric year we were on boycott and did 
not attend classes for four whole months. We 
sat on the grounds singing freedom songs 
all day. How my Parents allowed this I have 
no idea. The good news is that we all put our 
noses to the grind, and passed matric very 
comfortably.

10. If you could go back in time, what 
would you change?
Nothing at all. Everything that happened to 
me, is what moulded me as the adult I am 
today.

 I loved sharing a small bit of my life with 
you. Please do keep in touch.

Love and duas
Mrs Kathree … as you would remember me
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Recent Highlights
@ a glance

AFC Dominates AMS Soccer 
Tournament

On Saturday, 6 April Al Falaah College 
participated in the Association of Muslim 
Schools (AMS) Soccer Tournament and 
performed exceptionally, winning the Under 
11, Under 13 and Under 17 Divisions.

The Al-Falaah Under 15 and Under 17 
teams went on to pick up the Akhlaaq (Good 
Character) Awards.

We also congratulate Ahmed Mahomedy, 
Zaheer Bux, Tariq Ebrahim and Muhammed 
Saley for winning the Player of Tournament in 
their respective divisions.

Cupcakes of Hope Outreach 
Programme

1600 cupcakes later and our learners were 
looking for more cupcakes. Alhamdulillah, 
we thank the Almighty for the opportunity to 
have been part of this awesome initiative. 
Approximately 700 learners and staff members 
from Nagari Paranchan School, 700 learners 
and staff from Springfield Hindu School , 
residents of the Amitabh Bhachan Homes 
and Al-Falaah College maintenance staff all 
were blessed with cupcakes on Thursday, 21 
February.

Through the sincere effort and the Barakah 
of a united Al-Falaah family we have raised 
R11391.40 for “Cupcakes of Hope” who will 
distribute the money to families of little cancer 
patients. We would like to thank Allah, our 
parents, staff and learners of Al-Falaah College 
for their wonderful support.
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